
WHOOPING CRANE 

(ROCKY MOUNTAIN POPULATION)

(Grus americana)

STATUS: Extirpated from Arizona.

SPECIES DESCRIPTION:  The tallest American bird, with males approaching 1.5 m (5 ft).  Large,

snowy white, and long necked, with long legs that trail behind in flight.  Has black primary feathers, a red

crown, and a w edge-shaped patch o f black feathers behind the ey e.  Wingspan can  reach 2.1 m (7 ft). 

They fee d on small grain s like corn and  wheat, as  well as aqu atic plants, cru staceans, a nd small

vertebrates.

HABITAT:  Marshes, shallow river bottoms, potholes, playas, prairies, and cropland at an elevation of

approximately 1,37 2 m (4,500 ft). 

RANGE:  Historic:  Once  ranged o ver most o f North  America , but pro bably n ever occ urred in  large

numbe rs.  By th e 1800 s, only a  few tho usand  survived.   Birds th at summ ered in the northern R ocky

Mountain states and western Canada probably passed through New Mexico en route to and from wintering

areas in the Mexican highlands and southern Texas.  The area around Bosque del Apache National

Wildlife Refuge in New Mexico was the wintering area of the experimental Rocky Mountain population

of whooping cranes.  This experimental nonessential Rocky Mountain whooping crane population is now

thought to be extirpated (1975-2002).  Before being extirpated, individuals from this experimental

nonessential Rocky M ountain population w ould occasionally stray fro m migration routes to southeastern

Arizona.

    Current: Wild population s occur in the U.S. in south T exas around Aran sas National W ildlife

Refuge, with 173 birds in 2002; and in Kissimmee, Florida, and in Wisconsin.  There are currently about

90 non-migratory wh ooping cranes in Florida, an d 5 whoopin g cranes in Wiscons in that last year were

flown behind an  ultralight plane, wintered in Florida an d returned to Wisc onsin on their own .   

Researchers are cu rrently training 17 more who oping cranes in Wisc onsin to follow the ultralight this fall. 

The Texas population summers in Wood Buffalo National Park, Northwest Territory, Canada, while the

Florida population is no n-migratory. 

REASONS FOR DECLINE/VULNERABILITY:  Endangered due to destruction of wintering and

breeding habitat, collisions with power lines and fences, shooting, specimen collection, and human

disturbance.

NOTES:  Endangered (32 F R 4001, M arch 11, 1967) w ith critical habitat (43 FR 2093 8, May 15, 19 78).

Within the area covered by this listing, this species is known to occur in: Colorado, Idaho, Kansas,

Mon tana, N orth Dakota, N ebraska , New  Mexico, Okla homa, South D akota, T exas, U tah, W yoming.

A Recovery Plan was completed in 1980 and revised in 1986 and 1994.  A copy of the recovery plan can

be found  online at:  http://arizonaes.fws.gov/Documents/RecoveryPlans/WhoopingCrane.pdf

Intensive captive breeding has been conducted by both the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the

Canadian Wildlife Service.
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